
Love ? 
1 Corinthians 13 

 

We live in an ever-changing world with ever-changing ideas. In her book, “Love 2.0 – Finding 

Happiness and Heath in Moments of Connection,” psychologist Barbara Fredrickson has a new concept 

of love. A researcher of positive emotions at the University of Chapel Hill, she presents scientific 

evidence to argue that love is not what we think it is. “It is not long-lasting, continually present emotion 

that sustains marriage; it is not the yearning and passion that characterizes young love; and it is not the 

blood-tie of kinship.” Some of her positions include, “Thinking of love purely as romance or 

commitment that you share with one special person – as it appears most on earth do – surely limits the 

health and happiness you derive” from love. It is, what she calls a “micro-moment of positivity 

resonance” meaning love is a connection, characterized by a flood of positive emotions, which you 

share with another person, whom you happen to connect with in the course of your day.” 
 

South University says, “Love is fascinating and complex. Romantic love, in particular seems to be a 

beautiful mystery we find hard to explain.” They believe is so inexplicable, “we need the help of 

science to explain it. After all, psychologists have a lot to say about how and why people fall in love.” 

Elizabeth Kane, an adjunct faculty member who teaches clinical psychology and behavioral science, 

disagrees with Barbra Fredrickson. Kane believes one can “keep the fires burning” by communicating 

daily, making a conscious effort to sustain the relationship and the passion. Her formula, “To be 

romantic is to make a choice to wake up each day and ask yourself what you can do today to let your 

lover know they are adored. Have fun in your romance and remember that the more effort you put into 

your romantic relationship, the more love you will receive in return. Be the partner that you seek and 

live a life filled with passion and romance.” 
 

 But what does God’s word say about love? Did you know the word “love” appears approximately 314 

times in the King James Bible, 348 times in the New American Standard Bible, 551 times in the New 

International Version, and 538 times in the New Revised Standard Version. Of all the appearances and 

descriptions of love within scripture,  none is more familiar than 1 Corinthians 13. I cannot remember a 

wedding ceremony that did not read all or a portion of this beloved chapter.  
 

Right in the middle of an explanation of spiritual gifts, Paul writes about love. The Corinthians were 

selfish, self-willed and self-motivated individuals. Unfortunately the “health of a spiritual being is not 

reflected in spiritual gifts but in spiritual fruit” of which they were lacking. Spiritual gifts were present 

(7), correct doctrine was present (11:2) but love was absent. Does any of this sound familiar? It’s always 

easier to be orthodox, active in the church, going to several Bible studies, church services, serving as 

ushers or deacons or elders or even a part of a small group than to love or be loving.  
 

Dr. Karl Menninger, famous psychiatrist, founder of the Menninger Clinic and author of a book entitled, 

“Whatever Became of Sin”, stated, “Love is the medicine for our sick world. If people can learn to give 

and receive love, they will usually recover from their physical or mental illness.”  Unfortunately selfless 

unconditional (agape) love is as rare today as it was in Corinth.  
 

To the world, love is a romantic feeling, a physical and emotional attraction, something that makes one 

feel complete. This is far from the new commandment given to us by Christ, “…that you love one 

another even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are 

my disciples.”  Everything we do should be done in love to the glory of God. We should be recognizable 

because of our love. Our love should be an ever growing, ever present witness to those around us that 

we are truly His disciples. 
 

1 Corinthians 13 is among, if not the greatest, text Paul ever wrote. It is a chapter we should review 

frequently, evaluate personally and apply to our lives diligently.  

 



 

 

1. Paul begins 1 Corinthians with three comparisons. Describe each and the reason he contrasted 

the them. What is his point? What is the history behind the noisy gong or clanging cymbal? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. List the 15 characteristics of love in verses 4-7. Write a brief description of each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
3. What are three final things Paul says about Christian love in verses 8-13 

 

 

 


